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In addition to managing a bustling Boston
civil litigation practice, Marc Redlich repre-
sents the government of Switzerland. But the
job’s not all Alps and edelweiss. Redlich re-
cently negotiated a sister-state agreement be-
tween Massachusetts and the Swiss city-state
of Basel — which, like Boston, is the “hub” of
its area, he notes. In 2000, Redlich helped es-
tablish the Swiss consulate in Cambridge, and
he is president of Friends of Switzerland, a
Boston-based organization that he calls “a la-
bor of love.” For all the similarities between
Base! and Boston, Redlich remains fascinated
by the subtleties that distinguish them. “Al-
though everyone speaks the same language —
literally — there are cultural differences,” he
observes. “What I have done over the past 20
years is helped to bridge those cultural differ-
ences.” Redlich recently sat down with
Lawyers Weekly's Marc Hogan.
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What does your representation of the
«government of Switzerland entail?

It was initially to work with the gov-
.ernment to set up a new Swiss con-
sulate in the Boston area. This was to be a
very different type of consulate. It was to
be, and is now, a place that serves as a li-
aison between Swiss academe and U.S.
academe, Swiss businesses and U.S. busi-
nesses — to provide a place where there
could be an exchange of information, tech-
nology and cultural activities. It opened in
October 2000 and has been active in those
areas ever since.

How did the government of Switzer-
« land come to find you, a small-firm
practitioner in the City of Boston?

Some years back I was asked to rep-

. resent the Swiss pharmaceutical firm

of Hoffman-LaRoche, specifically repre-
senting two of its subsidiaries here in the
Boston area called the Kontron Group. As
a result of that I did some traveling to

Switzerland. I enjoyed its art, its culture,
and the similarities between its form of
government and our own. To continue with
those activities I studied German in order
to be able to converse with my clients, who
at that time were primarily from the Ger-
man-speaking part of Switzerland. I joined
an orgamzatxon called Friends of Switzer-
land in Boston, and eventually was asked
to serve as president of that organization,

. which I’ve been doing for the past 10 years.
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During the course of these activities, |
became acquainted with the general consul
of Switzerland in New York, Dr. Alfred
Defago. He was eventually named ambas-
sador of Switzerland to the United States.
He asked me'if I would work with the gov-
ernment of Switzerland to help establish
this consulate. And I have counseled the
government on other matters that pertain
to activities here in the Boston and Massa-
chusetts areas in general.

Q Do you travel much back and forth?

Not as much as I'd like to! I do get

.over to Switzerland about once a

year. I love to travel, and that is a nice ben-
efit of doing this work.

You represent the Canton of Basel-
« Stadt, a Swiss city-state. What types
of matters do you handle in that capacity?

I was asked to work with the Canton

» of Basel-Stadt to explore the possibil-
ities of a sister-state program with Massa-
chusetts, because they had recognized that
there were real similarities and the possi-
bility of synergy between the two areas. In
conjunction with that, we have been trying
to develop student exchange programs, and
the idea of attracting businesses to each of
the locations. There have been Basel firms
that have looked at Massachusetts as a
suitable place to establish their U.S. facili-
ties and we are looking into the possibili-
ties of U.S. firms estabhshmg their Euro-

. pean headquarters in Basel.



Why was Basel chosen to be a “sister
o state”? In what ways is it similar to
Massachusetts?

The similarities between the two ar-
« eas are very strong. Basel, like Mass-
achusetts, has a very strong bioresearch
and biotechnology sector. Basel is the home
to Hoffman LaRoche, Novartis and several
other large pharmaceutical companies, as
well as many smaller bio-research compa-
nies that have been established to do re-
search and development along the Rhine
River — from Basel to Strasbourg, France,
and Freiburg, Germany. [It's] very similar
to our Route 128 or Route 495 complex of
bioresearch activities here. They also have
a hi-tech sector there that fits in nicely
with our work here in Massachusetts.
Basel is the home to UBS, the financial ser-
vices firm, and we have a strong financial
services, investment and banking commu-
nity here in Boston. Basel is the hub of its
area, because it's at the point where
France, Germany and Switzerland meet,
just as Boston is the hub of its area. So
there are a lot of similarities that caused
both parties to look at each other and say,
yeah, there’s a real chance for synergy and
progress that can be made here. Basel has
the oldest university in Switzerland; we
have Harvard University [among others].

What’s the purpose of designating a
« sister state?

A The purpose is to have the two re-
.gions work together in order to im-
prove the exchange of cultural activities,
business and trade, and the exchange of
technology and ideas, between one another.
Massachusetts has only a few relationships
that have reached the point of sister state.
The sister-state relationship is a plateau —
not the beginning and certainly not the
end of the relationship — but a plateau
that we can now build on towards the next

level.

What legal issues does it involve for
« you, the government’s lawyer?

Obviously, on some basic level, it
.was a contract, so one would have to
look at that in terms of what are the con-
tractual relationships between the two
parties. It was not what I would call a
purely legal issue; it was more of a policy
and an establishment of a relationship
between the two areas. I'm sure that I
brought my legal skills to bear on it in
terms of the discussions, having in mind
the goals, and a method for reaching
those goals that I use in other, more pure-
ly legal matters.

You're working in two different coun-
. tries, under two different sets of laws.
at’s that like?

Switzerland does have a system of
.government very similar to ours.
They have a federal system under their
constitution of 1848 that was based on our
Constitution. At the same time, the United
States has taken ideas from the Swiss
method, including initiative and referen-
dum. The countries have been known as
“the Sister Republics” for some years —
which is a nice adjunct to the sister state.
In terms of its legal significance, the agree-
ment had to be approved by the Basel state
Legislature, and it had to be approved by
the governor’s office as well.

You seem pretty immersed in all
. things Switzerland. How did that
come about?

It started with my representation of
. Hoffman LaRoche, and later I did
work for some other Swiss companies, as
well as BMW, the German auto manufac-
turer. Presently I represent universities,
including Northeastern University, and the
Friedrich-Alexander University in Nurem-
berg. So I've had an interest in interna-
tional work for some time.

What do you do in your practice when
« you're not handling Swiss matters?

I do a variety of civil litigation: busi-
eness, corporate, securities and em-
ployment litigation. I've represented com-
panies, defending employment claims. I've
represented Northeastern University for
many years. We have a very a broad-based
litigation practice. Work with foreign com-
panies is a part of that practice, but our
practice is much broader than that. [l




